
Friends of Bealings School

Meeting Minutes

Friday 1st July 2016
Venue: Bealings School, year 5/6 classroom
Time: 3:20pm

Present: Emma Barton (EB), Heather Chandler (HC), Cathy Lawson (CL), Diener Hibble , Duncan Bathgate (DB), Elizabeth Mansfield, Kelly McLoughlin, Joy Lowe, Catherine Beresford, Liz Mansfield, Sharon Kerry, Dianne Coe, Sam Simpson.
Apologies: Helena Wynne, Jos Saunders and Deborah Lait.

Confirmation of previous minutes: approved

1.Survey response results  
EB fed back results. Please see full response attached to Minutes. Overall, most parents were willing to support between 1-3 fundraising events per year, excluding cake sales. 
a) The item that received the most votes to be fundraised for was extra gymnastic equipment down on the field. HC was happy to look into possible gymnastic components that could be added to the existing apparatus on the field. EB would hand over paperwork from Playforce, although alternative companies could also be explored. Sharon fed back that the school has received a free sports starter kit to the value of £100 from the EADT as a result of raising a minimum of 1,000 points through the Sports for Schools competition. All schools are still waiting to hear whether they have won a share of the £10,000 Sports for Schools competition pot. 
b) The second most popular item was a complete overhaul of the KS2 shared area outside Year 5&6’s classroom, with a view to developing this to deliver Food Tech space as well Art and DT. This would ideally involve new fixed cookers and preparation surfaces, new storage and flooring. If the area is to be multipurpose, then storage and covers would need to be considered carefully. 

c) The third most popular item to be fundraised for was the bike shed near reception which the school would like replaced with an Art studio/extra classroom. The bikes could then be stored elsewhere. KM and DB were happy to look in to costing for projects b) and c) and feed back to FOBS. FOBS would then have a target to work towards.

Action: EB to see if a photo of the starter kit can be sent out to all parents with a thank you for collecting vouchers, via email.

Action: Heather to contact Playforce or alternative play equipment companies. Emma to hand over all paperwork.

Action: Kelly and Duncan to look at quotes for possible projects.

2. Fundraising

a) Car wash 

This had been suggested as a fun fundraiser for September 2016. The date has been agreed for the last weekend in September and the residents of Sandy Lane had been consulted. Rachel has created posters with her class to advertise the event.
b) Tea towels
DB suggested that FOBS look at Tea towels with the children’s drawings printed on. This has been very popular in the past and has not been done for a number of years. CL and DC were happy to coordinate this.

 Action: Cathy Lawson and Diane Coe to organise this in time for Christmas 2016.
c) Calendar
SS and DB fed back that the theme of artists had been agreed on, and a full list would go out as soon as the 12 artists had been decided. The 3rd week of September was mooted as a date for the calendar shoot this year. CL and CB suggested that the photographer (Tony Plum?) be asked to do family photos on another school day or weekend. CL also suggested that he be asked to do the next round of individual school photos as he is very good with the kids and comes highly recommended.

d) Halloween party 
It was decided that this would be replaced by a Christmas Party. This is normally provided by FOBS as an end of year gift to the children but it was suggested that a voluntary contribution of £5 per family would help to cover the Disco costs. 
Action: HC to see of Claire Connick and Liz Mansfield are still happy to be the steering group with this.

e) Quiz night

It was suggested that this be postponed until February 2017 and could be advertised as a valentines event. The last Quiz night was a success although primarily an adult event and attended by ‘old’ Bealings parents and residents from the village.

Action: CB and JS to organise.

f) Spring sponsored walk

A Spring walk was suggested as a popular fundraiser event for all the family. Diane Coe has a book of children’s walks in the local area and suggested we look at alternative walks to the usual Playford one. She also suggested that we make it interactive by having a quiz to complete or a trail to follow. All felt this was a good idea.
Action: Diane Coe to look in to appropriate walks and coordinate with HC regarding dates and planning for next year.
3. Uniform 
Deborah Lait is now standing down from coordinating this and has noted that the company they already use have an online facility. It would be worth FOBS looking at this. CL suggested we email an invite out to all parents to see if anyone wants to coordinate uniform and sale information. However, once the account has been set up it will be very easy for parents to simply order direct from the company as and when they need to. HC and LM are happy to store any existing uniform that is being held by FOBS.
Action: HC and LM to contact Deborah and store existing stock. 

AOB: 
Summer fair 
DB suggested that we look at putting on a Summer Fair in 2017. Due to the lack of support at the last Summer Fair FOBS has been focusing on other fundraising ideas. However, all agreed it was a nice idea and can be a fun social event. CL suggested we look at dates and put together a clear timetable of events for the year ahead and send this out to parents/carers. CL also suggested we set up a FOBS facebook page to raise awareness of events and share FOBS info with the purpose of involving parents more. SS was happy to set this up. Photograph permission and Safeguarding issues were briefly discussed with regards to children being featured. Also it was important that the purpose of the page be clear i.e. to share and discuss FOBS events and not as platform for parents to discuss School affairs .

Action: Sam Simpson to set up FOBS facebook page.

Action: HC to start putting together a calendar of events for the year ahead so that parents have more warning and can get involved.

Meeting ended: 4.30pm

Survey results: Suggestions for future areas to focus on when fundraising:
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Shelter for the bikes. path along the side of the road or the Village Hall and or pay to make the hall parking area
larger
5/26/2016 9:23 PM

View respondent's answers

~Tidy up the playground and ‘garden’. Improve hard and soft landscaping - Stone chips or equivalent to path from
metal gate at end of church yard through to back entrance to school
5/8/2016 10:04 PM  View respondent's answers

More vegetable growing and bird feeding
2016 11:05 View respondent's answers

Archery, equipment and lessons
5/4/2016 8:08 AM  View respondent's answers

Refurbishment of outdoor area from KS2 veranda where old Yurt is.
5/3/20166:10 PM  View respondent's answers
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